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Red Beach, DaNang, South Vietnam,
is far from our idea of the place
to spend an autumn vacation — we
doubt whether it is the place anvone
unfortunate enough to be there now
would choose, either. But a 1964
graduate of the School of Architec-
ture and Fine Arts at USC as design-
er, and a 1965 graduate of the School
of Architecture at Georgia Tech as
construction coordinator, have pro-
vided an officers’ club for the privi-
leged classes of U.S. Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion Fifty-Eight
(“Seabees”) in that unwholesome
spot that would grace the greens and
fairways of any stateside country
club. Speaking of mobile, Lt. (j.g.)
William D. Martin and Lt. (j.g.) L.
Lord were not exactly hindered in
their search for design amenities by
some of the mobile scenery seen in
these photos. It has a distinetly non-
government issue appearance, if you
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ask us, and we can only wonder whe-
ther Battalion Fifty-Eight is under
the command of Gen. Hugh Hefner.

The club is for 25 officers “and
guests” (we quote from a description
sent by Lt. Martin) replacing an
“existing tent.” With a bare-bones
budget and strictures to use indige-
nous materials (pretty scarce)
wherever possible, the lieutenants
have done as good a job as Glenn
Ford and Marlon Brando turned out
in “The Tea House of the August
Moon.” Although the club stands in
the Dantesque landscape of a war-
time military installation (“tin-
roofed, strong-back huts, Butler
buildings, defensive emplacements,
and construction support equipment
and facilities”), its designers have
given it an appropriately Eastern
flavor and meticulousness of detail,
together with a couple of military
touches (‘“the designer borrowed

freely from the low, hovering profile
and ‘battered’ sandbag walls of de-
fensive bunkers ecommon to the beach
area” ) that make it a far ery from the
picture John Wayne gave of the Sea-
bees when he won World War II1.

Construction was done on a sched-
ule that permitted no interference
with duty hours, using officers and
Vietnamese labor. The club took the
form of a pavilion angled to the
beach and raised on its battered plat-
form, which also serves as outdoor
terrace space. Materials are locally
quarried rock, rough-sawn Philip-
pine mahogany timbers, and locally-
manufactured, interlocking clay roof
tile. Strueture ig post and beam with
a two-way indeterminate truss with
a balanced load distribution on pe-
rimeter columns giving a column-
free interior and deep eaves.

Except for the dubious atmosphere
of Saigon, liberty ports in Vietnam
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