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Greetings,

We anre now drawing to ithe end of what has been a very
memorable deployment. e anrived in DaNang in December and
proceeded Lo send men out in all directions. Everywhere they
went, from the DMI to the Delta, they Ledt behind a Long Rist
04 friends and accomplishmenits.

In this Last Familygham for this deployment, I weuld Like
to neview some of the {obs we've done, An experstmental bunhen
profect, completed bach in Januarny, was a source of great pride
for the battalion, and particularly fon those who worked 40
hard to meet the very compressed deadfine, as Genmeral Yestmore-
Land and other militany dignitaries inspected the work., 1In
those earnly months, we completed a variety of projects fon ihe
Force Logistics Command, Finst Marine Dividicn and Fiast Marine
Alnenadt Wing, The battalion played a Large role in the con-
sthuction of the Large canfonment and helopad for Lthe Anmy's
Finst Ain Cavalhry on Red Beach. Then there was the Kokean can-
Tonment at Hoi An, the Rargest project in Vietnam undertahen by
a sdingle battalion. VYou can read abouwt Fhe exploits o4 oun
Seabees on this project, the work at Vung Tau and Zhe building
04 refugee housing in Saigon in the Latesit issue ¢4 the Blaze,
which 1 have enclesed. (o paved the noads and a heliconten
pad at FLC, sent several detaifs of cukn men to consitruci roads
and bridges in the northenn 1 Conps and repaired the Dalang
River brdidge under a Zight schedule. Ue alsc operaled fwo rock
quarhies, one at Happy Yalley ithe finsd two monihs of the de-
ployment and the other at Nam Hoa since then. Sown Souih in
the Delta, our Seabee Teams, 58071 and 5802, wexe making o name
for themselves pernforming civiac action wohk pon USATID., These
were the big projects, but there wore also many small dey to
day fobs that had %o be done and without #hem this devloyment
would never have been a success. Some o4 ocur Seabees also
aided in the Batitalion's Civic Acition praghan aud some of Zhese
dtonies are also desenibed in wonds and pietures in the 3Laze,
We inied in every way to have a progiam ewphasizing "help the
Vietnamese help Zhemselves™, so, wizh the exception of MEDCAP
DENTCAP and the Saigon refugee housing profect, we have onty
provided technical supervision while the Yietnamese did the
work. The Vietnamese wenen't the only oncs helped by oun
Seabees. There are severdl Harine outposts wrene Life is a
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Litile mone comfortable because a Seabee took the time and
effont to help tand one of ousr numbern even spent his R & R
AR this manner}. '

Oun preparations for retuining home Lo Davisville are well
undernway. An advance party departed ecarlien this month to set
up a thaining program for the batialicn. A second group will
be depanting shontly. This grceup condists mositly of those who
Wil be stanting Seabee Team training on the 10th of September,
The hest of the battalion wilf be following shontly and 1 hope
as many of you as possible will be on hand fo grheeX us at NAS
Quonsel Poind upon our retuan., An infoamailion cenfen will be
set up at Davisville to Anform you of the arnival Lime of youkr
Seabee's f{Light. The felephone number {4 294-3311 (Anea Code -
401) extensdlon 4627460 (the 469 numben in the 3faze £is a mis-
paint]. T urge you Lo use Lhis source of information to fLhe
utmost as it will have the most accurate informaiion available.

Qurn finst aetion upon relurning will be to allow o Leave
period ¢f approximately 3-4 weehs for those who have aceuma-
Lated the Leave and desine fo fake {t. Aftervards, we will
commence foamal thaining te inchease the proficiency o4 our
Seabees in specific skifLs, Ue will also conduct militanry
thaining at Davisville and Camp Lejeune, Noenth Carolina. ALE
the trainding will be in prepanation for our next deployment fo
Vietnam. "There will also be time for Ledsura. Affern wornking
65 houns o week here in Vietnam, T will provide as much Libenty
in Davisville as vossible. However, Zrnerns will be nany new
people joining us and The moniths chead will call forn a Lot of .
harnd work from everyone in orader for us Lo maintain ocun standing
pledge to be "The Great FIFTV-EIBHTF,

I wish that upcon our retfurn T coudd personally meet with
all of you Lo convey Lo you my appreciation for Lthe job your
Seabee has done. Since that would be impessible, Let me take
this opportunity Lo Zelf you fhat you have every right £o be
phoud of him for his seavice Zo oun Nafion.

T also nealize that many of wou will be Loaving "The Great
FIFTY-EIGHT™ family, as Zwo-thinds of our men will edlther be
Lhans fernned Lo anolhen activity on sepanated from the service
boon agter our return. In saging farewell To you Ln Lhis
numben, I want Lo thank you for your suvport from Lthe home frownt-
your inferest in your Seabee and Zhis batielion arnd for your
prayens . :
Sincenely,
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