Hoi Anm, RUN
Familygram _
18 Aprnil 1968

Greetings,

April normally means Springtime is weklt on its way Ln mosi
states ai home. Here in Vietnam we feel That it£'8 more Like
summer with daily high femperatures ¢ifen £ the 9074, Anduous
work in the hot sun, day in and day cut, becomes arn exhausting
edfont in this tropical climate 40 1've aelaxed the workding
noutine £o noamally provide Sunday aficineons off.

In a previous Family-grem, i mentionad thai T would Zell
you about our recreational program. Many of Lhe activifies
we had in Camp Haskins have beecn cuwiiaifed as a resuld of our
move hene to Hoi An, but eveny effort 4 made within Zhe avall-
able nesounces to provide a varniely of agfer-worh activities.
Sunday afteincons many men cak koamally be found 2 few hundred
yards from oun perimeler swimming at che of the finesit beaches
in Southeast Asia. Under the watcifud egest of two qualified
Lifeguards, both swimming and sunfing have been favornite pasi
times since we opened the beach aboul 3 weeks ago.  In the
evenings we L& on the sand on baimg a chair from an office ox
tent for the nightly movic snrown in Iwo of cur Hoi An camps.
Bearing with the variety of films whidich would hardly rate an
"0scaiand the TV seniabr, "Witd, Witd West", "Bonanza® and
"Gunsmoke", twice a week, we do enfoy fasit having movies. Oun
outdoor theaters generally afiract a numben of the other U. S.
thoops Ain ithe area -as well as many ¢f the Koreans. Oun hobby
shop does a good business, primarily selling moded kifs. Noi
infrequently do we hear the sound of & whiniing model ainrplane
engine in the earnly evening. Volleybadl courts have been sel
up in two of the Hoi An camps and we have nightly beer and soda
call. OQun battalion Library cof poperbachs s constantly ghow-
ing. Twice a month we coutract §on a different variely ghoup
to come to Hoi An for a Sunday afterwncon pernformance. Such
a show helped to top off cun celebration of "The Great FIFTY-
EIGHT's" second anniveasakhy oa the 17th of March.

04 counse, recrneation is nof the purpose of our being hehe.
Our purpose is to bulld - as rapidly and as well as we can -
the suppont facilities which the Korean Marines hrequire as a
base.for thein combat operations against the Viet Cong and NVA,
The Korean Harines are professicnal warndions -~ our Seabees anre
equally professdional buildens - the combination L5 unbeatable.
Most of ourn fime is spent in hard work and it neven ceases Lo
amaze me fo see how much our Seabees a2an produce. Incidently,
we ane told that the Hoi An job Ls the Langesil sdingle project
in Vietnam Zo be built by one Seabeg Battalion. There are
. approximately 1300 buildings o be constructed, of which, at
“this time, we have complefed aboui 480. Since Zhere are many
identical buifdings, mosi are prefabaicated in our camp ard
transported to the job sites, where they are rapidly assembled.
Wood.budldings are not the only Zype of consiruction to be
accomplished. There are nigld frams &iced buildings, watexr
tanks, water and electrical disinibufion sysifems, roads and
helipads and a number of special type buildings. One of Zhe
pleasant side Lighits of this project is the opportunity L%
gives wus to work with the Koreans. They are an {interesiing
people and we are surprised at how many of fhem speak English.
We are each gaining something by working with Zhe othenr.



Though most of the work and 2/3 of our battalion is down here
in Hoi An, we s24LL have oven 200 men at Camp Haskins., The
"Haskins Detail" includes a small group who heep open the Logis-
tic pipeline Lo Hoi An, most essential since we haul all our own
material and supplics, The majonity of the "Haskins Detail" is
Alpha Company, which has been busily engaged in asphalit paving
profects and support of NMCB 4. Oun quarhy defail of 45 men at -
Nam Hoa (near Huel has finally complefed it's move Zhere from
DaNang. The move was drawn out due Zo enemy activity and Ltrhans-
porZation pricrities gon the northern 1 Coaps. Chrushed roch 4s
now being produced at that sife, under mosi vexing conditions.

We also have 18 equipment operators and mechanics working with
NMCB 121 on road construction in tne Phu Bai area,

We now have boih of our Seabze Teams deployed in Vietnam.
1 have jusit completed visits wiifh Seabee Team 58071 in Chau Duc,
and with Team 5802 in Soc Trang. Though Zhey are newly arnived
and fust getting stanted to wonk, 1 was thorcughly impressed with
thedin enthusiasm and Zhe fine reception they are getiing from
the Vietnamese provincial aufhonities. Chau Duc L5 the mosit
westerly Seabee Team Locatiown in the Mekong Rivern delta - it
L8 within 3 miles of the Cambodian bornder. Soc Trang is the
mest southerly Seabee Team Lecation - on the Cac Mau Peninsula.

. The foregoing should give you some idea of how fan pLlung are
the efforts of the Seabees of FIFTY-EIGHT during our second de- .

ployment to Vietnam. To help £o orient you, T've alse enclosed

a map to. point out the vanious places T've mentioned as well as

@ mong detailed map of the area arcund our Hoi An camp site.

- I've made this a Lengthy Lettern because there is 50 much
to Lell you of our experdiences and activities. 1'LL Lel you
read the resi of the stony of what we're doing in the BLAZE,
a copy of which is enclosed.

_— I?hope'gou will answer my Letten with a Letiten to youn
Seabee, though, as always, I1'd be glad fo hean.ﬁnom:you.and

answer any specdpic questions you may hove,

Sincenely,

Commanderx;~€CEC, U, S. Navy
- Commanding Officer

Po S, A wond to the wives: Navy Wifeline {4 an informative
magazine published quantently by Lhe Navy Wifeline Association.
The assoelation L6 a voluntany onganization for the benefit

of all Navy wives. VYou caw write Lo them and ask to be placed
on thein mailing List, The address is4: '

Navy Wifeline Asscciation
Washingtfon Navy Yand :
Washington, D. C., 20390
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