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Greelings:

Unce again we are back in Camn Haskins, the Langest Seabee
camp Ln Vietnam. Oun ofd battalion camp at the scuth end of
Camp Haskins s now occupied by NMCB SEVENTY-FOUR, however, they
will soon be nelinquishing it to anothen batialion. Located
between the two battalion sifes in Camo Hashins anre the staffs
of Lhe 3nd Navaf Construcition Brigade and Zhe 30£h Naval Construc-
tion Regiment. Our new base camp has mosit of the same facilities
as our §irsit one, though Zhe anrangement of the camp is quite
different. The Living area is more congesied, but as o hesuls
all huts anre close fo the beach to take advanitage of the cooling
sea breezes in summer, Speaking of the weather, it has been
cool, but fortunately with much Less rain than Last year at th.is
time. Ourn galley is not as well equipped, non as Large, as At
was Last year, bul we are in the process of making Amphovements
and it soon should rnival our previous one., The jood is as good
ast ever. We have clubs for all cur personnel and have already
had several shows. Tn a future Family-Gram, 1'28 ekl you mohe
about the recreational proghram and facilities.

Christmas 4s now behind us and I hnow you regretted dearly
to have your Seabee gone. Though we all missed our Loved ones
at home, we did have a Merry Chhisimas. As Christmas approached,
decorations for the season increased throughout the camp, Thene
were quite a few Chrisimas trees, complete with decorations.
Oceasionally a plane would §Ly overhead playing Chiisimas carols.
We had several Chrisimas chapel sernvices foo. The neal feeling
of Chrisimas became more vivid during oun Chhiisitmas party fox
a group of 400 Vietnamese childrien from a Local hamfet. FEach
child was escoried by a Seabee. The festivity included a toun
04 the camp, a tunkey dinner and a visit with Santa Claws who
distrnibuted gifts to the children. Some of our men wehe though-
ful enough to take hoit Chiisimas dinnens fo some of the outlying
Marine units and, naturally, we enfoyed a {irst rate dimnesn in
camo,



I'm sure you must be interested in oun daify noutine. Cux
day stants with reveilfle at 0545. We have quarters at 0700 and
by 0715 Zhe sky 4is Light and the men are heading for thein jobs,
They are on the job untif 1800 with an houn 0§ for Lunch. Aften
evendng meakl, there 44 #ime to watch the movie, chat with friends
over a beer on soda on wiaite home before taps at 2730. The onty
people wonrking at night are the mainfenance chews, an cccasicnal
erew working on some hush project and the secunity platoon. The
secunidy platoon guards oun perimeten twenty-four hours a day,

AL night they man the bunkens, which are Located at hundred yand
intervals around ouk penimeten. Also the Marnines are constantly
patrnolling outside the penimefern, so0 we are as safe as can be
expected under present conditions.

Of counse, our onbly reason forn being here {5 to buitd fon
The Marine and Navy combat and direct combat supponrt forces in
This area. The biggest j0b we have at present, however, s not
a direct construction project. At the Happy Valley Quarny, about
5 miles from Camp Haskins, 120 of our Seabees comphise a chrew -
that operates arcund the clock tuining out crushed rhock fon con-
sthuction projects in and around DaNang. The men who work at the
quarny have thein gwn camp, and Lhough they Lack some of the con-
vendienced of the main camp, they do have a fine galley and a club.
One of our other majon jobs is just getiing underway at Hoi An where
we are building a complete camp jor the Korean Marine Brigade. Hoi
An is about 15 miles south of DaNang. We now have a small detfail
0f equipment operatorns and a few other pensonnel there, but we
doon will have a full company joining them. We have a Lange back-
Log of very meaningful work %o accomplish on this deployment.

I am extremely pleased with the spindit and enthusiasm oun
Seabees have shown. They have tachled Zhe jobs ait hand with a
neal can-do attitude and T am confident that when "The Great
FIFTY-EIGHT" goes home again, we wifl have Left behind a recond
0f which we all will be proud. This excellent aftitude stems
from cur conviction that cutr nation is pursuing a righteous cause
by the night means, and our sure knowledge that we will be supporit-
ed by those of you at home in our endeavor #o do ouh shahre.

In closing, 1 once again would uige you Lo wrdite offen to youn
Seabee. Cheer him up, encourage him, don'zt worrny him needfessly,
and, above all, don'zt woriy about him, We have his wel fare and
well beding at heant at all Zimes. i

Vou have my best wishes for a very happy and prosperocus New
Yeanr,
Sincerely,
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W, W. PeGROOT 1711
Commander, Civil Engineer Conps, U. S, Navy
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